In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Unit1l | The Inspiring Life of Hazrat Muhammad (%)ﬁy;?d@vJ%i.;ﬁ?

.1. In the south western corner of Hijaz, among the barren hills, lies the city of Mecca, the birth place of the
last Rasool of Allah Hazrat Muhammad ﬁ‘ﬁ‘ Born in 570 A.D. into the noble clan of Quraish; his arrival

coincided with the famed "Year of the Elephant," when the Abyssinian ruler of Yemen, Abraha, attacked
Mecca. The Benefactor of Humanity appeared at a time when the world was wrapped in darkness. Savagery,
idolatry and injustice ruled the day. Humanity remained dormant in the slumber of ignorance, waiting for
the dawn of true civilization.
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.2. Mecca had long been dependant on trade as its main source of livelihood. The Quraishites were skilled

merchants. They anchored Mecca’s thriving economy. Their caravans navigated through deserts, turning
their city into a hub of wealth and cultural exchange. This mercantile environment played a key role in

shaping Hazrat Muhammad’s Kﬁ%‘:" understanding of justice, diplomacy and human dignity.
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.3. Even before The Call, Hazrat Muhammad fﬁ%“ was famous in Mecca for his honesty and trustworthiness. Two
important events in his early years would come to define his character. The first was his involvement in “Hilf-al-

Fudul”, an alliance of Meccan tribes to uphold justice for the oppressed. Hazrat Muhammad ;}%“ pledged to help

the weak, and later recalled this vow, saying he would not trade it for the finest camels in Arabia.
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4. The second was his arbitration in the dispute among different clans of Mecca over the placement of the

Hajr-e-Aswad (Black Stone) in the Ka'ba. His wisdom and diplomacy resolved the conflict and saved Mecca
from bloodshed.
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5. A defining relationship in Hazrat Muhammad's (;1:&: life was with his first wife, Khadijah (.4 °.) bint-e-

Khuwaylid woman of exceptional nobility and moral character. Having inherited and skilfully expanded her
father's mercantile enterprise, she became one of the wealthiest and most respected entrepreneur in pre-

Islamic Arabia. Despite having been widowed twice, Hazrat Khadijah (L= .4 &°.) sailed both personal and

professional spheres with remarkable dignity.
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6. In those days Hazrat Khadija (quf/) was in search of a dependable man to perform commercial duties
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of carrying her merchandise to the Syrian markets. Known for his honesty and integrity, Hazrat Muhammad
ﬁﬁ%’}‘ had earned the title al-Amin “the trustworthy”. This reputation reached Hazrat Khadijah (i*.4/°,) who
entrusted him with this responsibility. Impressed by his gentle manners and just conduct in business, Hazrat
Khadijah (W:’uluﬁ) took the unprecedented initiative of proposing marriage through the house of Abu Talib.

In doing so, she subverted the gender norms of her time by asserting control over her destiny and presented
a compelling antithesis to traditional Arab patriarchy. Their marriage proved to be a great partnership,
characterized by mutual respect, emotional support, and shared spiritual purpose.
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7. By the time Hazrat Muhammad ﬁﬁ'ﬁ" reached the age of forty (40), he &i‘fﬁ" began to feel a deep sense of

unease about the world around him. One night, during the month of Ramadan, while meditating in the cave

of Hira, he KZ’%" was visited by the Angel Jibraeel (Gabriel), who asked him ,}2‘%‘ to "Read!" Hazrat Muhammad

ﬁﬁ%}‘ responded, "I cannot read." The angel reiterated the revealation:
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"Read in the name of thy Lord Who created; created man from a clot (of congealed blood): Read and thy

Lord is the Most Bountiful, Who taught (the use of) the pen, taught man that which he knew not." (Quran,
96 (Al-Alaq): 1-5)
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8. This was the first revelation from Allah and it marked the beginning of Hazrat Muhammad's ,}f‘?{}‘ mission as
the last Rasool. Overwhelmed by the experience, Hazrat Muhammad ,’2‘%’?‘ rushed home to Hazrat Khadijah
(lﬁﬁ'nu%) and shared the details with her (lﬁ;buu%). She (Wdlf/) comforted him (;1:(}: and reassured that he
ﬁﬁ%}‘ was indeed the Chosen Rasool of Allah and He would not leave him ﬂ%‘ alone. Hazrat Khadijah (Wﬁ»!u"’z)
became the first person to embrace Islam, and stood by his side as he ,}2‘%‘ began to preach Islam.
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9. The first revelation had deep impact on Hazrat Muhammad ﬁ’ﬁ'f , but the encouragement of his
understanding wife Hazrat Khadija (wwlf/) and assurance of her cousin, Warqga bin Naufal comforted him.
_g,,uy/éﬁf“‘vfé.&pgf‘iu/‘);i@Juéw;ug,z:;;l’/,@;)u,uyf;zﬁ.:,/’f?,?mu;.‘”Jé?%?w’?m}l1[/7 B 2o g5 M

10. The first revelation marked a turning point in the religious and socio-political fabric of Arabian society. It
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was a complete transformation from the polytheistic practices to a strict monotheistic code centered on
Tauhid i.e. Oneness of Allah. It was the initiation of a social order based on just morals, equality and

accountability under the Divine guidance. The revelation completely changed the life of the Rasool Allah &3‘3"
The very Quraish who once held him ﬂf%'}“ in the highest esteem quickly turned into his ﬁn'f‘ fiercest

opponents and of those who believed in him ﬁa'}‘ . The revelation challenged the leadership of Quraish in

religious, social, political and economic affairs. The rise of Islam in Mecca was the conflict between two ways
of life and thought, one Belief and the other of Non-belief. This was intolerable for them. They started
persecuting the believers and tried to stop them accepting Islam. When they failed, they tried to pressurize

Rasool Allah ﬁﬁﬁ" from preaching. But Rasool Allah &JL'!‘ stood against all odds and remained firmed in his
mission. At last Allah ordered His Rasool ﬁﬁ%’}‘ to migrate to Medina with his followers.
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11. It is called Hijrah which opened a new era in the Islamic history. It was an era of consolidation and
expansion of Islam as a religion, society and state. With the Hijrah, the Islamic calendar began and the

foundation of a constitutional state was laid. The Charter of Medina was drafted, proclaiming the principles
of civic equality, rule of law, freedom of worship and religious tolerance. It established a political unity - a

peaceful state headed by Rasool Allah ﬂﬁ'f under the sovereignty of Allah. It united all Muslims together

regardless of clan or tribe to which they belonged; it guaranteed protection to all citizens of Medina
irrespective of colour, creed or faith. This charter brought about a revolution in Arabia that was much
despised by the Quraish who never forgot their defeat.
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12. This led to the series of battles between the newly founded state of Medina and the Quraishites of

Mecca. The series ultimately culminated into the Conquest of Mecca in the 8 Hijrah. The Muslims
victoriously entered the city of Mecca after eight years of exile. A general amnesty was declared by Rasool

Allah KZ‘%’ for all of them; even for those who inflicted personal pain on him. The Quraish were speechless. It

was not the conquest of Mecca but the conquest of hearts and souls.
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13. Thus came the tenth year of Hijra. The Arabian land had submitted to Islam by that time; the message of
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Islam was disseminated to foreign lands. The Rasool Allah é?%'}‘ announced the pilgrimage in that year. People
from all over Arabia gathered to accompany Hazrat Muhammad &?‘J‘ - the last Rasool of Allah in this holy
journey towards Mecca. On this occasion thousands were accompanying the Rasool Allah &%‘?‘ and neither of
them was an idolator. Here the Rasool Allah ﬁ‘ﬁ‘ gave his farewell address; every word of which stressed the
importance of being just, kind, compassionate and truthful to fellow human beings. He said:
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"0 people! Listen to what | say and take it to your heart. You must know that every Muslim is the brother of
another Muslim. All of you are as equal as the fingers of a hand. It is not lawful for any man to take anything
of his brother except what is given with one's own free will. Therefore, do not do injustice to one another.

Remember one day you will meet Allah and answer your deeds. So beware: do not stray from the path of
righteousness after | am gone."
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14. Thus, Rasool Allah ﬁ%“ mission was fulfilled. His ,}Zﬁ'}‘ life and teachings provide guidance to entire
humanity and offer lessons that are beyond time and space.
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